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opinion on the subject before us, either of sustaining or
opposing the scheme of Thad Stevens and his Com-
mittee.

Mr. McCulloch was very decided in his opposition to the
plan of the Committee and equally decided in favor of the
President's policy. He declared himself not so hopeful as
Mr. Seward, especially since reading the scheme of the
Committee.

Dennison, who interposed out of the usual order,
thought it premature to express any opinion, for it was not
yet certain what course Congress would take.

Stanton, who should have followed McCulloch, was
silent, evidently intending to be passed as having already
spoken, though really giving no opinion. I was not dis-
posed to permit any such get-off and therefore waited.

The President, whose feelings were very intense, spoke at
some length in regard to the condition of the country, the
effect which these schemes must have on the efforts to re-
establish the Union.

Mr. Dennison again spoke at some length, expressing
himself opposed to many things in the programme of the
Committee, and was not prepared to say how long repre-
sentation should be denied to the Southern States.
Thought four years too long.

McCulloch, who has important business at his Depart-
ment almost always when we have grave and important
questions, obtained permission to leave, having stated his
views.

The President, holding the paper in his hand, said he
had brought the subject forward that he might know how
each one viewed it. I remarked that was very proper and
I trusted each would state his opinion, that I thought it
due to him, and I then turned towards Stanton. Thus
appealed to, and the President turning towards him also,
Stanton said he did not approve the propositions of the
Committee in the present form; he believed they might be
amended and essentially improved, and thought it worth